


Concerned with the management and operations of business, business administration practices apply to almost every
organization—from major corporations to small businesses, from environmental nonprofits to property development companies. The field's
focus on management, however, extends beyond managing people and their work; business administration deals with both the day-to-day
operation of an organization as well as with industry-changing economic trends, business technologies, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Business Administration Today

Business administration schools and those in business administration careers now deftly handle topics like international
business, information technology, leadership dynamics, supply chain management and operations management. As business administration
theories become more refined and as technology and globalization have caused the business world to shrink with increasing rapidity, more
and more emphasis has been put on keeping pace with the constant innovations and expansion.

A Focus on Ethics

Perhaps the most overt example of the way business administration has adapted to fit the needs of the business world and the
world at large is the increasing focus on ethical and environmentally-sound business procedures. While good management has always
encompassed ethical business and leadership practices, recent business scandals—from Adelphia to WorldCom to Enron—have brought
urgent attention to the importance of business ethics. In response, a number of business administration programs around the country have
added ethics courses that draw on both the wisdom of world philosophers and the lessons evident in the case histories of notorious rule-
breakers. According to Forbes.com, the University of California Berkeley's Haas School of Business has even organized field trips for MBA
candidates to a local prison to inspire their corporate social responsibility.
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